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agriculture. The health, hygiene, and sanitation room is the last
to be visited. This is particularly well arranged, with directness
and simplicity. Here the peasant learns about the necessity for
sanitation, for personal and social hygiene, the cost of disregard-
ing laws of health and cleanliness, how to deal with existing
diseases, and where to obtain help.
There are discussion groups held on any of the innumerable
questions connected with agriculture, and general lectures on
all kinds of subjects to any who care to listen.
A large hall, with stage, is used as a theatre, cinema, and
concert hall. Amateur and professional companies come to
perform to the peasants.
The building is an old one adapted to its present purpose, and
is therefore in many respects unsatisfactory. In time they will
have a new and suitable building. There are separate dormitories
for men and women, large, averagely clean, but not very attrac-
tive. I expect that in this respect it has improved greatly by
now. The dining-room, which also suffered from adaptation,
had flowers on the tables, which were covered with American
cloth. Meals, which were fairly good, could be obtained at cost
price. The use of the club, including the creche, was free, but all
food had to be paid for. The peasant spends at most a week at
the House, often only two or three days. Obviously little can
be done in the way of education in so short a time. The authori-
ties try to stimulate in the peasant a desire for an improved
life, intellectual, social, and economic, and to make him
realise that this can only be achieved through education.
One of the most powerful centres of adult education is the
Red Army. Very nearly half the conscript's time is spent in
education. Every regiment has its school, beginning with primary
education for illiterates and continuing through secondary to
higher education. The first step is the literacy class. No man
leaves the army unable to read and write. Following this are
courses designed to give the equivalent of the four-years' primary
school. For those who already have this basis there are senior
courses which include a foreign language. I was told by the